
 

 

 

This is my body. This is my blood.  
‘Last year, at the time of today’s feast day, the national lockdown restrictions were gradually 
being eased. During the previous months we had been unable to gather together to celebrate 
Mass. We reflected on the life of the Jesuit priest, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin who, because of 
his travels and research as a palaeontologist, often found himself without the means to cele-
brate the Eucharist in its traditional form. “I have neither bread, nor wine, nor altar. I will 
make the whole earth my altar and on it I will offer God all the labours and sufferings of the 
world. This bread, our toil; this wine, our pain, representing the solidarity of all human kind 
and all beings, and the earth itself.” For Teilhard, the Consecration is already there. “I firmly 
believe that everything around me is the body and blood of the Word. That is why, in our 
prayer at the altar, we ask that the consecration (transformation) may be brought about in 
us.”  

One year later, we are conscious that the bread of toil and the wine of deep pain continue to 
be offered daily on earth’s global altar. We have become more aware of the solidarity of all 
humankind, we are experiencing ‘what has been true since the first moment of our existence: 
We are the very Body of Christ.’ (R.Rohr) We often wonder how we can live this awesome 
reality.  In his ‘Heart Prayer’, James Finley offers us the following practice which deepens our 
awareness of our inter-connectedness:  

‘At times there is within each of us a burden almost more than we can bear.  At those times, it 
helps to renew the awareness of our breathing. When we inhale, we inhale God loving us 
through and through, burden more than we can bear and all. God is the Presence that spares 
us from nothing even as God unexplainably sustains us in all things. Grounded in that love, I 
invite you to think of someone in your life whom you know and love, who is carrying within 
them a burden. As you inhale, inhale into yourself their burden so that in the spiritual realm of 
love they no longer have to carry the burden alone. You inhale their burden not to carry it, 
because it will crush you, but you inhale it that it might dissolve in Love, in the Love in which 
all our burdens dissolve. Then exhale into the depths of their burdened heart the Love that is 
at once your love and God’s love as one love. Expand this practice to those around you... your 
family... to our suffering world. The reality of God’s love inter-connects all of us. We pray that 
we will not break the thread of this inter-connected awareness, of belonging to each other, of 
being one body in Christ. 
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Masses received this week:  George Culshaw, Steven Green, Graham Tyers.                   
              

 Last Weekend: Attendance 57. Offertory £115.00.  Thank you for your generosity.  

Plant Sale:  Thanks for another £63 last week — proceeds to Sr. Eileen & WINGS.  

  
 

First Holy Communions 
The pandemic put paid to our usual preparation. The children managed to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation but not Holy Communion. For those children we’re going to 
try to catch-up after half term, aiming for first Holy Communion on 12th July.  
   Preparation for current Year 4 children will start in September 2021 (they will then be 
in Year 5) hoping to make first Holy Communion before Christmas. And then in January 
2022 we’ll start with current Year 3 children (by then they will be in Year 4) aiming to 
celebrate Holy Communion in June 2022.  
These arrangements are subject to change of course if we get a re-occurrence of covid.  
               

Churches Together Evening Stroll 
On Wednesday 9th June, meet at The Sherwood 7pm for a 7:15pm set-off into Mason 
wood. More details: Margaret Thompson 719317  
   

Preston Corpus Christi Procession TODAY Sunday at 2.00pm. 
Following current regulations this will again take place behind closed doors but will be  
live streamed on https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgP4DoEoo8bXwB8mcIGvwFg  
or try searching for St. Walburge’s You Tube Channel – ICKSP Preston-St. Walburge   
It is though hoped that we can have a normal procession to honour the Blessed Sacra-
ment next year.   
   

The Craft and Chat group  
 - will resume on Monday 7th June between 10am -12noon in St. Anthony’s Padua room. 
All are welcome to sew, knit, crochet, embroider or just chat. For information contact 
Karen Hardman 01772 464110     

   

COVID UPDATE We are now in Stage 3 of ‘unlocking the lockdown’. However the 

rise of a new variant locally is something to watch carefully.  We can re-introduce Bidding 
Prayers at Sunday Mass and individual responses (The Body of Christ:  Amen) when re-
ceiving holy communion. Sunday Collection can take place within Mass but only with Col-
lectors holding onto the basket and not passing it along for people to hold.  
At the moment we have not been given full permission to visit people’s homes with holy 
communion, although it seems this will be possible soon.  
   

DIOCESAN GOVERNANCE–Currently, there are vacancies on the diocesan trustee body 
and a number of its sub-committees. These posts are voluntary. The trustee body will 
meet approximately eleven times per annum, usually in Lancaster; with sub-committees 
meeting quarterly or monthly. The bishop has asked parish priests to identify suitable 
candidates to fill these vacancies. Whilst there is no requirement for a post-holder to be 
Catholic, they should have a good working-knowledge of the Church and be sympathetic 
to its aims. If anyone has some expertise in charity governance or any of these areas, 
and is willing to serve, please speak with Fr Peter.  
 
 

 

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 5th June 2021 

   BIDDING PRAYERS 
We pray for the Church, may the celebrations of the sacraments, especially the Holy Mass, 
fill us with a sense not only of God’s nearness, but also with awe at his greatness and 
compassion. 
 We pray for all ministers of the Eucharist; may they minister with reverence in the Eucha-
ristic assembly and bring comfort to the sick and housebound in this blessed Sacrament.  
 Let us pray for those approaching ordination, especially Philip Wrigley and Stuart Chapple, 
and for all those preparing for First Holy Communion: may they be filled with joy in the 
celebration of the Lord’s presence.  
  We pray for the leaders of the nations: may Jesus’s concern for the hungry find a      
response in their hearts, so that no one in our world dies of hunger or want. 
  We pray for those who are sick: Harold Slack, Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Bill York, 
Ray Mannion, Vera, Lawrence Dunnagan, Trevor Hughes, Claire, Deacon John Kilshaw;  

those who have died recently:  Carole Worgan;  

 and those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Teresa Macken, John Ryan, 
Lilly Cookson,  Lilly May Culshaw, Nellie Harrison, Catherine McGowan, Margaret Bland, 
Ellen and Hannah Foster, George Wilson, Doreen Tierney, Mary Vaney, Edward Geehan, 
Anthony Roy Mason, Brenda Hall. May they rest in peace.     

 

Father, may these, and all we have known who have gone before us, be received into the 
glory of the Resurrection, won for us by your Son Jesus, the risen Lord.        

  —————————–———————-———————————-——— 
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Gerard Anthony Machin 
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Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

Mon 9.15am St. Ant Joan Wells  

Tue  9.15am St. Ant Damien Bunce  

Wed 9.15am  St. Ant Kathleen Beardsworth St. Columba 

Thur 9.15am H.Family Special Intention  

Fri  9.15am St. Ant Bill Moon Feast: Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant George Culshaw Feast: Immaculate Heart of Mary 
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11th Sunday of the Year  

(Feast of St. Anthony) 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Sabina McDonagh  


